Royal Romanov Family
Top L-R: Olga, Nicholas, Alexandra & Tatiana
Bottom L-R: Maria, Alexie & Anastasia.
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Dateline:03/02/98
On Friday, February 27, 1998, the Russian Cabinet officially decided to bury the remains, believed to be those of Tsar Nicholas II, his family and four household employees. The ceremony will take place on the 80th anniversary of their execution; July 17, 1918. Nicholas and his family will be laid to rest in the Tsar's Crypt at the Cathedral of Sts. Peter and Paul, in St. Petersburg, Russia. The mortal remains of the murdered family and servants were exhumed in July of 1991 from the grave, in Yekaterinburg, where they were deposited by their executioners. Much controversy followed including several DNA tests and argument over the validity of the results.
Russian President, Boris Yeltsin, told his Cabinet, on Friday, that the decision to bury the Romanov remains was final; there will be no further debate on the matter. He left the planning of the event in the hands of the Cabinet members.
Yekaterinburg is about 900 miles east of Moscow. It was the last residence of the captured Romanov household. Their Bolshevik captors confiscated the house of an engineer named Ipatiev to hold the Romanovs. In the middle of the night, on July 17th, the family and their employees were awakened and escorted to the basement for a photo session. Instead, they were executed by a small firing squad. Their bodies were carried out to a field, stripped, mutilated, burned and had acid poured on them in an attempt to utterly destroy them.
The remains were retrieved one day after Yeltsin, Russia's first elected leader, took office in July, 1991. Nine sets of remains were collected. Of the seven Romanovs, the remains of Alexie {the Tsar's only son} and one of the daughters {either Maria or Anastasia} have not been found. The remaining four sets belong to Anna Demidova, Alexandra's personal maid; Eugene Botkin, the family's doctor; their cook, Ivan Kharitonov and Nicholas' valet, Alouzy Trupp. It is said that the executioners burned two bodies and disposed of the ashes. Numerous forensic and DNA tests have been run on the skeletons in Russia, as well as, the U.S. and Great Britain. The findings concluded that the remains are, indeed, those of the Romanov family.
Meanwhile, the Russian Orthodox Church, is hesitant to endorse the burial resolution. The Church's spokesman and second in authority to the Patriarch, Metropolitan Yuvenaly, stated that it is imperative that there be absolute agreement regarding the identity of the remains. Since the testing and conclusions have met with controversy and disagreement from various factions and believed, by some, to be a sensational hoax by the Yeltsin government, the Church is not yet prepared to fully endorse this decision. While the Church does not necessarily doubt the findings of the tests, it is concerned about going forward with canonization of the Romanovs if the conclusion as to the identity of the remains should prove to be in error.
The branch of the Russian Orthodox Church, outside of the former Soviet Union, has already canonized the Romanov victims as Holy Martyrs. In the Orthodox and Catholic traditions, the relics {small pieces of bone}of Saints [image: image1.jpg]N TR 50 I AN




are preserved in church altars and certain holy linens. This is one reason for the Church's hesitancy and the fact that they will consider the upcoming July burial a temporary one. For the time being, the remains are housed in Yekaterinburg, in a police morgue.
The significance of this burial has to do with more than just the authenticity of the remains. There has been great debate as to the contributions of the Romanov's to Russia and their importance to the modern country and society. The controversy didn't end here. Once discussions about the burial began, in 1993, the cities of Moscow, St. Petersburg and Yekaterinburg all vied for the honor. Moscow, because she is the current capitol, St. Petersburg because she was the Tsarist capital and Yekaterinburg, the site of the execution. Each wants to take advantage of the expected tourist and pilgrimage trade the burial site will receive.
It is important to understand that a great deal of the debate is due to a new Russia, searching for her identity. Symbols are an important element of any culture. Many feel that the Tsarist dynasty is not an appropriate symbol of modern Russia. For others, this burial will offer closure to a painful evolution in their country's history and open wider the door to a new future. For the "outside" world, the burial of the Romanovs will be an opportunity to understand more about a chapter in Russian history. Because it is likely to be a major media event, we will get a glimpse at Russian ceremonial and, to a degree, religious rites. Most importantly, we will, hopefully, learn more about how the Russian people feel about this event and why.
In a related story, the original gravesite of the Romanov household was bombed early last week, on February 23rd. Some damage was done to the wooden chapel erected on the site of the Ipatiev house. The identity of the vandals is unknown and this is the latest of several such acts over the years. [image: image2.jpg]


Monday was the Russian holiday honoring veterans. It was formerly known as Red Army Day. Many Communist supporters still recognize this day as a time to mourn the demise of the Soviet regime. These same people, naturally, oppose the ceremonial burial of the Romanovs.
In 1977, then Communist Boris Yeltsin, had the Ipatiev House torn down. Imperialists placed a wooden cross on the site which was destroyed numerous times. A medal cross was finally erected in the early 1990's. The wooden chapel, which housed a icon of the imperial family as saints, was burned on the 78th anniversary of the execution, in 1996. The chapel was quickly rebuilt. Despite repeated attacks on the Romanov execution site in Yekaterinburg, the city's mayor still hopes to have the remains buried in his city. The Cabinet and Romanov descendants prefer St. Petersburg. The Tsar's Crypt is the final resting place of all the Romanovs since Peter the Great. They feel it only fitting that Tsar Nicholas II and his family be laid to rest among their ancestors.
Watch for more on this story as the Cabinet makes their preparations for the July 17th ceremony, the Church continues to debate their position and, of course, the event itself.
