	Yekaterinburg, Siberia 



	Yekatrinburg retained notoriety under Svedslovsk and to this day the city has yet to shed his cloak.  Under the Soviet empire the city retained the name Svedlslovsk and if you were to believe the trains in Russia it has never lost it.  Although the city is also well known as the home of Boris Yeltsin, it is Svedslovsk who still towers over the city's history. 

You might be tempted to ask "Who is this Svedslovsk?"  Well, he is--in short--the murder of the Romanov's.  He is the man who gave 
the order to finally have the Royal Family removed from St. Petersburg and brought to the basement of a house that once stood here on the site of the Romanov Memorial.  Once the Romanov's were brought here they were locked in the basement.  There they entire family was shot by a firing squad.  However, it seems that that the Czar and his family were protected by their 'vestments of jewels' and had to be finished off with bayonets.  The whole story was pretty gruesome--it ended up with abandoned mine shafts and acid.  However, Svedslovsk, the ultimate hero in this tale did not do a very good job.  The Czar and his family were discovered by and identified using modern forensic techniques.  



If the gory story of the end of the Romanov's is not enough for you there is the history of this rather grand looking white house that sits exactly opposite of the Romanov memorial.  Legend has it that this house belonged to a wealthy merchant.  As many Russian's in the days of spendthriftness and splendor this wealthy man wanted to build a beautiful mansion.  The only problem was the architect.  It seems that after searching far and wide the merchant found his architect--in a debtors prison.  The merchant promised the poor architect (in this case literally poor)  forgiveness if the architect were too build him a beautiful house.  The architect agreed.  However the merchant--far from keeping his word--locked the architect in the basement of the mansion.  Later the merchant had the architect's eyes put out so that he would never be able to build such a beautiful house again.  
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Now why did revolution seem like such a good idea?  If you are wondering--perhaps Yekatrinburg is the perfect place to start looking for answers. 
However, now that we had managed to cross the Urals and left Europe behind we had other things in mind.... 


